
Dear Judges,

Below is a suggested list of what to look for in a quality science fair project. Of course,
not all studies, models, demonstrations, or experiments have the same form. However, to
enable greater consistency between judges and greater fairness to students, we ask that
you look over these judging guidelines. Thank you for your time and expertise!

A GOOD SCIENCE LOGBOOK HAS:

Evidence of thorough background research in the form of hand-written notes from

an identified source.

More than one source used as background research and identified in a bibliography.

Good overall organization of logbook, preferably in sections clearly labeled.

Rough notes and drafts of EVERYTHING: Phone calls, daily records, interviews with
advisors, charts, graphs, etc.

Evidence more than one trial was done (can be in sequence or several done

simultaneously).

Pertinent data, well organized and in original hand-written form.

A GOOD SCIENCE BACKBOARD HAS:

A clearly worded hypothesis which includes a "because" statement based on prior
research.

A procedure which clearly identifies significant steps taken in order; neither too
short nor too wordy.

Results written out clearly, often in list form. Should include: Results of averages

of trials; ranges noted among trials; numerical data as well as observations of non-

numerical items; NO conclusive statements.

Results also shown in the form of graphs and/or tables.

Graphs which are coherent: Title, axes correctly labeled, trials and averages clearly

represented, important graphs given more prominence than less important graphs.

Mathematics in which the steps taken are clear and emphasis is placed on averages,

not single trials.

Conclusions appropriate to the science conducted. Neither too wordy, nor too

abbreviated.

In exceptional projects a separate section contains real world applications or

inferences on how the natural world works.

DON'T FORGET TO CONSIDER LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY AND ORIGINALITY
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